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Atelier NL’s World Glass Map: A Visual Story of Sand as a Dwindling Resource 
Exhibitions and events during Dutch Design Week (Eindhoven) and at the Museum 
Boijmans van Beuningen (Rotterdam) 

Eindhoven, October 12, 2017 – Atelier NL, one of this year's Dutch Design Week 
ambassadors, is engaging the public in dialogue around sand as a dwindling re-
source. From their symposium during Dutch Design Week (DDW, October 21-29, 
Eindhoven) to their exhibition at Boymans van Beuningen Museum (Rotterdam), 
Atelier NL is calling attention to a resource in delicate balance. Their project 'To 
See a World in a Grain of Sand' will be shown at two locations during DDW. Atelier 
NL’s world glass map and other artifacts will be shown at their studio in the 
Bergmannkerk (Hallenweg) and stories of sand contributors will be shared via 
film exhibition at VEEM (Strijp-S). Their most recent ZandGlas edition, crafted 
from the sands of the local Brabant dunes and made especially for DDW, will also 
be on exhibition. As DDW draws to a close, Atelier NL will host a multidisciplinary 
symposium and film screening focused on ‘The Abundance and Scarcity of Sand.’ 
Meanwhile, the ‘Change the System’ exhibition at the Boijmans van Beuningen 
Museum will highlight the last ten years of Atelier NL’s research and design. 

To See a World in a Grain of Sand – Dutch Design Week 2017, October 21-29 
In August, Atelier NL called upon the global community to send bottles of sand for 
their latest project ‘To See a World in a Grain of Sand’. Now with over 300 sand sam-
ples, the studio is transforming their collection into a world glass map that will be 
presented at the Bergmann church during DDW 2017. Simultaneously, the stories of 
those who contributed sand, from the Netherlands to Australia and beyond, will be 
presented in an immersive film installation nearby at VEEM (Strijp-S).  
For opening hours and locations, visit: http://www.ddw.nl/evenement/1061 

The Abundance and Scarcity of Sand – Friday, October 27 at 8:00 pm at MU 
Atelier NL’s upcoming symposium, ‘The Abundance and Scarcity of Sand’, will exa-
mine sand from geological, ecological, and social perspectives. This symposium ho-
sted by Atelier NL & MU in collaboration with Satellietgroep and Dutch Design Week, 
will take place at MU in Eindhoven. The evening will unite scientists, designers, envi-
ronmentalists, and the public in discussion around sand as a vital resource.  

Keynote speaker Denis Delestrac, award-winning filmmaker and director of 'Sand 
Wars' (2013), will kick off the conversation, followed by Michael Welland, British ge-
ologist and author of the award-winning book ‘Sand.’ Finally, curator, artist, and 
community developer Jacqueline Heerema of Satellietgroep will share her perspec-
tive. The evening will conclude with a lively panel discussion featuring Marcus Fairs, 
founder of Dezeen, Mindert de Vries (Deltares) and Lonny van Ryswyck (Atelier NL). 
Sign up for the symposium here: http://bit.ly/2zdxemt 

http://www.ddw.nl/evenement/1061
http://bit.ly/2zdxemt


‘Change the System’ Exhibition - Museum Boijmans van Beuningen, October 14, 
2017 - January 14, 2018 
The ‘Change the System’ exhibition at the Boymans van Beuningen Museum repre-
sents a landmark moment for Atelier NL. From arrays of colorful sand glass cups to 
narrative collection boxes and glassware, the exhibition will celebrate the last ten 
years of the studio’s research and product design. Artifacts from Atelier NL’s exten-
sive narrative of travel, collection, research, and production will reside in one beau-
tifully curated space. The exhibition will feature an array of international designers 
whose work speaks to scarcity, conflict, harmony, and the power of design to drive 
change. 
More information: http://www.boijmans.nl/nl/7/calendar/calendaritem/2187/chan-
ge-the-system 

Meanwhile, Atelier NL will release a new ZandGlas edition local to the Brabant regi-
on specifically for DDW 2017. This latest series will be made from the sand dunes of 
the Loonse en Drunense Duinen National Park near Eindhoven. The first in-house 
edition of their soft yellow Brunssum Clay Service, formerly produced by Royal Ti-
chelaar Makkum, is now available and the mustard yellow edition from Sopsum will 
be re-introduced later this year. 

About Atelier NL 
With each wave of research and design, Atelier NL breaks ground for essential dia-
logues on production methods at the crossroads of design and science. Although 
wild raw materials have qualities that industry players view as “impure,” pure glass 
and ceramic sources come at a cost. In a nod to future sustainability, Atelier NL is 
exploring ancient methods of working with raw materials in the hopes that by mer-
ging past knowledge and current technology, we might forge a more balanced path 
into the future of production. 
To learn more about Atelier NL, visit www.ateliernl.com 

Editors note (not for publication): 
For more information contact: Lonny van Ryswyck at Atelier NL via info@ateliernl.-
com or 06-34455828 

Pressphoto's: www.ateliernl.com/about 
Credit Notice: Photo is free for publication purposes. Credit Notice Required: © 

APPENDIX: 
Atelier NL Exhibitions During DDW 2017 
The project 'To See a World in a grain of Sand' will be shown in two locations during 
DDW. Atelier NL’s world glass map and other artifacts will be shown in the Berg-
mannkerk (Hallenweg) and the stories of contributors will be shared via film exhibi-
tion in the Veemgebouw building (Strijp-S).  
http://www.ddw.nl/en/event/1061 

Additional work by Atelier NL will be on display at the following exhibitions:  New 
Icons (Kazerne), The World Is My Playground (Sectie - C).  

http://www.boijmans.nl/nl/7/calendar/calendaritem/2187/change-the-system
http://www.ateliernl.com
http://www.ateliernl.com/about
http://www.ddw.nl/en/event/1061
http://www.ddw.nl/en/event/1091
http://www.ddw.nl/en/event/1292


Atelier NL & Job Meihuizen will also present a body of work by their current ceramic 
minor students from the Design Academy Eindhoven. The exhibition will be shown 
at at Beldenstorm (NRE). This multi-faceted course is a collaboration with master 
craftsman Pierluigi Pompei, Beeldenstorm, Cor Unum Ceramics & Art and Erfgoed-
huis Eindhoven. 
http://www.ddw.nl/en/event/1564 

Dutch Design Award & Green Product Award 2017 
Atelier NL’s Zandglas project has been nominated for the Dutch Design Award in the 
category of design research. A small overview of ZandGlas research over the years 
will be on exhibition in the Veemgebouw at Strijp-S. 
https://www.dutchdesignawards.nl/en/gallery/design_research/zandglas/ 

ZandGlas was also named winner of the Green Product Award 2017 in Berlin. 
https://www.gp-award.com/en/produkte/zandglas 

The complete body of ZandGlas research will be on display as part of the exhibition 
‘Change the System’ at Boymans van Beuningen‘ from October 14, 2017 to January 
14, 2018. 
http://www.boijmans.nl/en/7/kalender/calendaritem/2187/change-the-system 

http://www.ddw.nl/en/event/1564
https://www.dutchdesignawards.nl/en/gallery/design_research/zandglas/
http://www.boijmans.nl/en/7/kalender/calendaritem/2187/change-the-system

